Andrew Selous MP
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA 
Date as postmark 
Dear Mr Selous
Central Bedfordshire Local Plan – Hockliffe Village – Hockliffe Neighbourhood Plan 
[I/we was/were] devastated to read the Inspectors’ letter last week, with their decision to leave HAS 25 and HAS 26 in the Local Plan, against the wishes of both CBC and Hockliffe Parish Council. This was the subject of much debate at the Parish Council meeting last Monday and on the village Facebook page. 
[I/we] strongly object to the development of these sites for the following reasons: 
1. They are not needed to help with either Luton’s or CBC’s need for more housing, so there is no justification for removing them from the Green Belt. 
2. The village has agreed with CBC that all future development, if any, should go through the Hockliffe Neighbourhood Plan which, in order to be approved, has to have a majority voting in favour of it. 
3. Since the hearings in 2019, plenty of new evidence has emerged that building on those sites is impractical and would adversely affect the quality of life for Hockliffe residents. Recent wet weather in 2019, 2020 and 2021 has left: 
· standing water on most of HAS 26 and a good deal of HAS 25. 
· overflowing surface water drains on the A5 and some side roads (not caused by blockages, but by the sheer quantity of water).
· human faeces in people’s gardens and running down their drives, over the pavement and into the roads.
· people unable or unwilling to flush their WCs for fear of backfilling. 
All of this is down to sewage and surface water systems that are not fit for purpose now and which certainly cannot take an extra 41 houses. We are concerned that the sites will be undeliverable if there is a planning requirement that major works are needed to improve the sewage and surface water systems. Furthermore, HAS 26 is the only part of the village where green fields can be viewed from the A5. 
4. Before the COVID lockdowns, there was an ever-increasing amount of traffic on the A5 to the extent that Hockliffe traffic jams were mentioned on Three Counties Radio almost daily. Development on those sites can only make matters worse. [I/we] see no reason to suppose that this problem will not return once COVID is over. 
5. Part of HAS 26 is an ideal place to expand the school which will be necessary if the Leighton/Linslade cluster goes two-tier. 
Yours sincerely 
[signed] 
[Address]

